PREPARING FOR AMAZEMENT

The primary purpose of revitalization is to look as much like the =N
early church from the book of Acts in your context as possible. —- Churches that N
Context (the location, culture and time in history in which a church are revita“zing N
exists) matters significantly. It shapes our ministry, purpose and h et o
culture. While we must honor context, we have also been given a ave a clarity o
clear model of what the church should look like in any : call, mission
context. This model is seen in the book of Acts. In the formation S
and operation of the early church, , (pu_rpos?) and
we have the principles that should shape our churches. Churches — ldentlty.
embracing revitalization look more and more like the early church. '
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The scripture calls us to continual renewal and transformation.
Churches that experience revitalization also experience
transformation. While God does not change, the world does
change and we as individuals change as we grow in our
relationship with Jesus. Churches that embrace revitalization
[ experience transformation into an even greater expression
of the Gospel and the Kingdom of God.

The primary call of a church is the great commission which is to
make disciples. Every church that exists does so because God has
allowed it to exist. It exists for a reason. The role of the church is to
partner with the Holy Spirit to discern that reason and live into it.
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Each church must know and embrace its identity, mission and purpose. Every church exists in a
time, space and location for a reason and that reason always involves serving the community in
which they are placed. Revitalization is without question a biblical concept. The call is to be
transformed by the renewal of our mind, to see ourselves as made new in Christ. Revitalization
means to be made new. AImost any church could use some revitalization, but many churches
desperately need to be revitalized.
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